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Please use the chat or raise your hand to 
let us know:

What is the main objective you (would) 
have for using tools and frameworks for 
assessing agroecology?

Français…
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‘Measuring Agroecology’: What matters to you? | Français… 
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Please use the chat or raise your hand to 
let us know:

Why do you think ‘measuring 
agroecology’ is important for 
overcoming critical barriers to 
agroecological food system 
transformation?

Français…

3

‘Measuring Agroecology’: What matters to you? | Français… 
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A key challenge to up-scaling agroecology is providing 
policymakers, donors, development actors and farmers with 
ways of measuring performance that allow fair comparison with 
alternatives.
 

Agri-food systems are complex, measuring them isn’t easy. 

Dominant practice has been to measure a narrow set of 
metrics focusing on economic performance and productivity.

But agroecological systems provide 
environmental and social benefits, not only 
economic ones!
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Levelling the playing field | Francais
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The ‘Metrics Domain’ of the Agroecology TPP 
Le ‘Domaine Métriques’ de la TPP Agroécologie 
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No silver bullets: Diverse objectives and approaches | Français… 

Crossland et al. Forthcoming. Food and Agricultural Systems Performance: a systematic 
literature review of holistic assessment approaches. Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems
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Three general ways of looking at the topic:
1. Assessing the degree of agroecological 

integration: Status of integration of 13 
principles or 10 elements 

2. Assessing the performance of 
agroecology: Status of agroecology’s 
contribution to achieving societal goals 

3. Assessing agroecological transitions: 
Tracking of changes in a system and its 
components over time

Français…
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What does ‘Measuring Agroecology’ mean? | Français… 
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Please use the chat or raise your hand to 
let us know:
Which relevant tools or frameworks 
have you previously used or engaged 
with and which of the three categories 
would you place these in? 

1. Assessing the degree of agroecological 
integration

2. Assessing the performance of 
agroecology

3. Assessing agroecological transitions

Français…
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‘Measuring Agroecology’: What tools have you used | Français… 



Assessing the degree of 
agroecological integration: 
Status of integration of 13 
principles or 10 elements at 
different levels
_______________________

Francais 
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Assessing financial flows and investments | Français… 

Gliessman S (2016) Transforming food systems with agroecology.
Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems 40(3)

Pimbert MP and Moeller NI (2018) Absent agroecology aid: On
UK agricultural development assistance since 2010.
Sustainability 10(2): 05.

DeLonge MS, Miles A and Carlisle L (2016) Investing in the tran-
sition to sustainable agriculture. Environmental Science &
Policy 55(1): 266–273
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10 elements and 13 principles change the game | Français… 

Wezel A, Herren BG, Kerr RB, et al. (2020) 
Agroecological principles and elements and their 
implications for transitioning to sustainable food 
systems. A review. Agronomy for Sustainable 
Development 40(6): 40.

FAO (2018) The 10 Elements of Agroecology: 
Guiding the Transition to Sustainable Food and 
Agricultural Systems. Rome: Food and 
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations.

HLPE (2019) Agroecological and other 
innovative approaches for sustainable 
agriculture and food systems that enhance food 
security and nutrition. A report by the High Level 
Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition 
of the Committee on World Food Security, 
Rome.
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Assessing financial flows and investments | Français… 

https://www.agroecology-pool.org/methodology-old/ 

Biovision’ Agroecology Criteria Tool (ACT): Great 

choice for assessing ‘agroecologicalness’ of 

projects and portfolios in an efficient but 

systematic manner 

_______________________

Francais

https://www.agroecology-pool.org/methodology-old/
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Assessing financial flows and investments | Français… 
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Assessing financial flows and investments | Français… 

The Agroecology Coalitions’ Agroecology Finance Assessment Tool: A common 

framework for tracking investments for agroecology co-created by donors, civil 

society, farmer organizations, researchers, multilateral organizations…

_______________________

Francais
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Assessing agroecological integration in policies | Français… 

The TPP’s Tracking Tool for the Implementation of the 

CFS Policy Recommendations on Agroecology

_______________________

Francais

https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/food-systems-transformation-through-agroecology 

https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/food-systems-transformation-through-agroecology
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Assessing agroecological integration in enterprises | Français… 
Biovision’s Business Agroecology Criteria Tool 

(B-ACT): A quick yet systematic approach to assess 

alignment with agroecology principles

_______________________

Francais

https://www.agroecology-pool.org/b-act/ 

https://www.agroecology-pool.org/b-act/
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Assessing agroecological integration in farms | Français… 

Biovision’s Farm Level Agroecology Criteria Tool 

(F-ACT): Great approach for engaging farmers on 

agroecology and provide evidence-based 

inspiration – does not assess performance

_______________________

Francais

https://www.agroecology-pool.org/fact/ 

https://www.agroecology-pool.org/fact/
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Assessing agroecological integration in farms | Français… 

Agroecology Europe’s Original Agroecological 

Survey and Indicator System (OASIS): Designed to 

support farmers in their transitions to agroecology – 

combines assessment of ‘agroecologicalness’ and 

performance

_______________________

Francais

https://www.agroecology-europe.org/oasis-brochure/ 

https://www.agroecology-europe.org/oasis-brochure/
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Assessing agroecological integration in farms | Français… 

FAO’s Tool for Agroecology Performance Evaluation 

(TAPE): The most widely used tool for assessing 

agroecology and its performance. Step 1 is the 

Characterization of Agroecological Transition (CAET)

_______________________

Francais

https://www.fao.org/agroecology/tools-tape/en/ 

https://www.fao.org/agroecology/tools-tape/en/


Assessing the performance 
of agroecology: Status of 
agroecology’s contribution 
to achieving societal goals 
at different levels

_______________________

Francais
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Assessing performance of farms | Français… 

FAO’s Tool for Agroecology Performance Evaluation 

(TAPE): The most widely used tool for assessing 

agroecology and its performance. Step 2 assesses 

performance aligned with SDGs

_______________________

Francais

https://www.fao.org/agroecology/tools-tape/en/ 

https://www.fao.org/agroecology/tools-tape/en/
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Assessing performance of farms | Français… 

CGIAR’s Holistic Localized Performance Assessment 

for Agroecology (HOLPA) assesses a farm’s 

performance in 4 dimensions, combines local and 

global indicators, and correlates performance with 

agroecological integration

_______________________

Francais

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4891979 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4891979
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Assessing performance of farms | Français… 

https://gret.org/publication/guide-pour-levaluation-de-lagroecologie/ 

Groupe de travail sur les transitions 

agroécologiques (GTAE)’s Guide pour l’évaluation 

de l’agroécologie allows for assessing the effects 

of practicing agroecology and analyses the factors 

that support or hinder agroecological transitions

_______________________

Francais

https://gret.org/publication/guide-pour-levaluation-de-lagroecologie/
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Assessing agroecological performance | Français… 

https://www.giz.de/en/downloads/giz2023-en-measuri
ng-socio-economic-effects-of-agroecology.pdf 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.117
7/00307270231196309?journalCode=oaga 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1473590
3.2023.2193028 

https://www.giz.de/en/downloads/giz2023-en-measuring-socio-economic-effects-of-agroecology.pdf
https://www.giz.de/en/downloads/giz2023-en-measuring-socio-economic-effects-of-agroecology.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00307270231196309?journalCode=oaga
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00307270231196309?journalCode=oaga
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14735903.2023.2193028
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14735903.2023.2193028
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Three general ways of looking at the topic:
1. Assessing the degree of agroecological 

integration: Status of integration of 13 
principles or 10 elements 

2. Assessing the performance of 
agroecology: Status of agroecology’s 
contribution to achieving societal goals 

3. Assessing agroecological transitions: 
Tracking of changes in a system and its 
components over time

Français…
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What does ‘Measuring Agroecology’ mean? | Français… 
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1. No ready-made tools or frameworks 
2. Can be partially achieved by repeated 

applications of tools for assessing 
agroecological integration and 
performance over a prolonged time 
period to see how the status of the 
system changes over time

3. Need to additionally assess the 
transition process itself rather than just 
the change in status

4. Important to assess changes in actors’ 
knowledge, attitudes and behavior

Français…
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Tracking agroecological transitions | Français… 
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Agroecology…
• … is a holistic systems approach that 

operates and creates benefits on multiple 
scales

• … emphasizes context-specificity and the 
importance of local and traditional 
knowledge

• … values co-creation and the integration 
of different perspectives

Français…
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No silver bullets for measuring agroecology | Français… 
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Key ingredients for holistic assessments
Français…

28

No silver bullets for measuring agroecology | Français… 

Measures multiple 
dimensions

Includes multiple 
perspectives

Captures emergent 
properties

Reveals complexity, nuance 
and trade-offs
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Developing your assessment in 10 steps | Français… 

https://www.cifor-icraf.org/knowledge/publication/9081/?utm_source=site-search&utm_medium=cifor-icraf-website&utm_campaign=traffic-source 

https://www.cifor-icraf.org/knowledge/publication/9081/?utm_source=site-search&utm_medium=cifor-icraf-website&utm_campaign=traffic-source
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The TRANSITIONS Metrics project offers:
• A comprehensive review of over 10’000 

metrics for agri-food systems
• A database of metrics for diverse 

dimensions, scales and objectives
• A framework that guides diverse metrics 

users through the journey of identifying or 
designing the right approach for their 
purposes

• Support to metrics users through 
workshops and guidance material

Français…
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Measuring what matters to you | Français… 

https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/metrics-to-support-agroecological-transitions 

https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/metrics-to-support-agroecological-transitions
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Overcoming barriers through evidence | Français… 

https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/pa
ge/measuring-agroecology-and-its-performance 

Evidence on the muti-dimensional performance of agroecology critical 

for scaling transitions, as there is widespread skepticism regarding its 

productivity and profitability.

TAPE applied on 839 farms in Benin, Ethiopia, Kenya and Madagascar in 

the context of ProSoil/ProSilience. 

_______________________

Francais

https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/measuring-agroecology-and-its-performance
https://glfx.globallandscapesforum.org/topics/21467/page/measuring-agroecology-and-its-performance
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Overcoming barriers through evidence | Français… 

TAPE Step 1 CAET: How agroecological are the assessed farms?

� Project activities significantly fostered agroecological 

transitions across all ten elements of agroecology

� Allows for correlating ‘agroecologicalness’ with performance

_______________________

Francais
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Overcoming barriers through evidence | Français… 

Practicing agroecology 

results in improved 

environmental 

performance of farms

_______________________

Francais
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Overcoming barriers through evidence | Français… 

Practicing agroecology 

results in improved food 

security and dietary 

diversity

_______________________

Francais

More agroecology
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Please use the chat or raise your hand to let 
us know:

What do you think the TAPE results will 
tell us regarding the economic 
performance of agroecology? Will 
productivity and income be lower or 
higher in more agroecological farms?

Français…
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What are the benefits of agroecology? | Français… 
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Overcoming barriers through evidence | Français… 

Practicing agroecology 

results in increased 

productivity of farms and 

higher net income for 

households

_______________________

Francais
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bit.ly/AgEc_TPP
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Thank you! Merci beaucoup!

Please reach out at any moment 
for engaging further on assessing 
agroecology and agri-food 
systems holistically:
m.geck@cifor-icraf.org 

mailto:m.geck@cifor-icraf.org

